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have formed on this relation between the soul and God.1 It has been truly said, and most emphatically by Dr. Newman, that neither a belief in God by itself, nor a belief in the soul by itself, would constitute religion, and that real religion is founded on a true perception of the relation of the soul to God and of God to the soul. What I want to prove is that all this is true, not only as a postulate, but as an historical fact.
Nor can it be doubted that our concept of God depends to a great extent on our concept of the soul, and it has been remarked that it would have been better if I had treated Anthropological before Physical Religion, because a belief in the Infinite in nature, in invisible powers, behind the great phenomena of the physical world., and at last in a soul of the Universe would be impossible, without a previous belief in the Infinite in man, in an invisible agent behind the acts of man, in fact, in a soul or a spirit. The same idea was evidently in the mind of Master Eckhart, when he said, (The nearer a man in this life approaches to a knowledge of the nature of the soul, the nearer he approaches to a knowledge of God V
From an historical point of view, however, the great phenomena, perceived in the objective world, seem to have been the first to arouse in the human mind the idea of something beyond, of something invisible, yet real, of something infinite or transcending the limits of human experience. And it was probably in this sense that an old Eabbi remarked: 'God sees and is not seen; so the soul sees and is not seen2.' The
1  * Als vil em mensehe in disem leben mit sinem. bekenntnlsse je naher kamt dem wisen der sele, je naher er 1st dem. bekenntnisse gotes' (ed. Pfeiffer, p. 617, 1. 32).
2  Bigg, Bampton Lectures, pp. 8 ; 10, n. 3.